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and sentimentalism conceals the reality, We may
believe of Hitler that he suffers from a form of
religious mania which has made his achievements
possible. We may believe of Mussolini that love of
political power is such an absorbing interest to
him, that his dictatorship expresses the labour
and purpose of a life-time. But we know that
Franco, until he was over forty, was nothing more
than a professional soldier, differing from other
professional soldiers only in that he was more
determined, more efficient, more serious minded,
more ambitious, and better able to win the devotion
of the men under him. And yet we are expected, to
believe that Franco has shown himself a compact of
all the conventional human virtues, capable, at
the same time, of more than human achievement in
whatever branch of thought or action he may choose
to.exercise himself. However much of this we may
choose to discount, men do not reach positions
such as Franco enjoys without at least one out-
standing quality. In Franco's case, there is but one
quality that has yet manifested itself above all
others; that is his perseverance. For the rest->it
can be said that circumstances combined with his
other more normal attributes to produce a situa-
tion which lifted him far beyond the limits of his
most advanced ambition.
In Africa, he persevered, and made himself
Spam's best-known colonial fighter. At the Academy
and at all the posts he held under the Republic, he